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CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT: 
DER FUND BY VEZA CANETTI

A German text transformation project
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OUTLINE

ÅText transformation as a vehicle for holistic teaching, creative and

autonomous learners

ÅVeza Canetti and Der Fund

ÅWhy create text transformation projects

ÅWhat can be created

ÅWho creates

ÅProject planning stages

ÅThe legal bit
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I enjoyed working with others as a team to tackle the story of òDer 

Fundó and present it in a new and interesting way that showsthe

creativity and diversity of the German Department as a whole. We

were able to show that through our common knowledge of the German 

language, one story could be translated to an audience through a 

variety of means, be it speech, music, or paintings.ó (Sian, Year 2)
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LANGUAGE LEARNING AS A 

HOLISTIC PROCESS

Åholistic learning experienceïcontextualised learning with all senses

(eg. VARK)

Åvalue non-academic skills

Åfoster creativity

Åstrenghten student confidence

Åindependent learning and autonomous learners (Boud, 1988)

Åintercultural awareness

Åreal-world connection

Åtransferable skills (Jaques & Salmon, 2008: 93-94)
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WHY VEZA CANETTI?

Åcentenary ofwomenóssuffrage

Ålesser known female Austrian author

ÅAustrian authors in UK exile

Å1897 ï1963 

ÅElias Canettióswife

Ånovels, short stories, many

posthumously published
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WHAT COULD WE DO IN 

A TEXT TRANSFORMATION PROJECT?

What?  Why?  Who?  

How? When? Where?
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ñéone story could be translated to an 

audience through a variety of means, be it 

speech, music, or paintings.ò (Sian, Year 2)
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WHAT COULD WE DO IN 

A TEXT TRANSFORMATION PROJECT?

Åfocus on source text

Åtranslation

Åcreative writing: text types, narrators, register, reduction and expansion, é

Åperformance: dance, scetch, pantomime, theatre, film, staged reading, é

Åmusical interpretation

Åvisual interpretation: painting, drawing, photography

Åinter- and intratextuality

Åexhibition, installation

Åé
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DER FUND ïWHAT DID WE DO?

Ålook at the material providedïwhat was the text about?

Åstudent creations

Åteam: 5 students (year 1, year 2, final year), 1 PhD student

Åpaintings

Åmusic

Åtranslation

Åstaged reading (including an introduction and a Q&A)
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DER FUND ïWHAT DID WE DO?

Åmusic, visual interpretation, translation

Åstaged reading, artist biography, Q&A
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WHY CREATE

A TEXT TRANSFORMATION PROJECT?

Ålearning objectives

Åbenefits for learners

Åbenefits for teachers

Åinstitutional aspects
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WHO IS THIS FOR? WHO CREATES?

Å(potential) student body

Åaudience

Åauthorship

Åautonomous learners

11


